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USDA Provides Local Support for Beginning 
Farmers and Ranchers 
 
The first 10 years of a farming or ranching operation are tough. USDA recognizes you need 
dedicated support to help make sense of all the information coming your way.  Now each state 
has a Beginning Farmer and Rancher team headed up by a state coordinator.  The 
coordinator helps producers who have operated a farm or ranch for less than 10 years 
navigate USDA and partner resources. 

 To find your State coordinator, visit farmers.gov/newfarmers/coordinators/.  For more 
beginning farmer and rancher information, visit farmers.gov/newfarmers. 

 

USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and 
Forest Manager Prospective Customer Survey 
You can now take a nationwide survey to help the USDA improve and increase access to its 
programs and services for America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest managers. The survey 
includes new and existing customers. USDA encourages all agricultural producers to take the 
survey, especially those who have not worked with USDA previously. The survey gathers 
feedback on programs and services available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

The survey is available online at farmers.gov/survey, and you should complete it by March 31, 
2023. Stakeholder organizations are also encouraged to share the survey link through their 
networks. The survey is available in 14 different languages including Arabic, Chinese, English, 
French, Hmong, Korean, Navajo, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu and 
Vietnamese. 

In addition to the online survey, the FPAC Business Center, which is administering the survey, 
will also mail 11,000 printed surveys to various local state stakeholder organizations and 
farmers markets. 

 

https://fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
https://rma.usda.gov/
http://www.farmers.gov/newfarmers/coordinators/
http://www.farmers.gov/newfarmers
https://www.farmers.gov/contact/survey


Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, 
Ranchers 
A multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is now 
available. If you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, beginning, or 
limited resource producer, you can use this booklet to learn about assistance and targeted 
opportunities available to you. This includes programs offered through the Farm Service 
Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk Management Agency. Download 
the guide here. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, Vietnamese, Thai and 
Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.  

 

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping 
Q&A with Gwen Uecker 
In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov 
customer portal. Gwen serves as the Team Lead for the Program Delivery Division (PDD), 
Common Processes Branch for the Deputy Administrator of Farm Program within Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). She helps lead PDD’s effort to provide personalized customer 
information via farmers.gov. 

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process. 

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers use 
farmers.gov? 

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access to 
FSA data from home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out maps for 
acreage reporting or make a special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You can print farm 
tract maps directly from farmers.gov. 

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and create 
labels containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The maps can then 
be provided to FSA at the local USDA Service Center for completing the annual crop acreage 
report. You can use the draw tools to determine acres in a drawn area. The drawn area can 
be printed on a map and provided to the Service Center, a third party such as a chemical 
applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications. 

In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are 
authorized to act on behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s farms. 
Producers can also view and print farm records details, including base and yield information 
(FSA-156EZ). 

The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm Records” 
button from the farmers.gov LAND tab. 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf
http://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_campaign=underservedfarmers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with Gwen 
Uecker | Farmers.gov. 
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